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HAPPY 2020!  
Our little theatre festival is now a teenager. In this 13th year of Next 
Stage, we are presenting a clearer vision than ever before. This line-
up offers you personal stories, incredible writing, a full musical, and a 
Fringe-fave clown duo.

I am so honoured to be able to share this work with you from this 
passionate group of artists who have worked so hard to bring you their shows. I hope 
you can pack in as much theatre as possible over the next 12 days and join us for our 
Fringe Fundraiser, a one-night-only event with Tallboyz, another #StartedAtTheFringe 
success story, on Saturday Jan 11th at 7:30pm. We will also have treats for everyone in the 
heated Steam Whistle Festival Tent and a late night party in the Studio theatre so come 
by then or any other night to say hi to myself and the Next Stage crew. 

May this be the start of a 2020 filled with theatre and joy. 

All the best,

 
Lucy Eveleigh 
Executive Director

It gives me great pleasure to extend greetings and a warm welcome to 
everyone attending the Next Stage Theatre Festival hosted by Toronto 
Fringe.

Now in its 13th year, the Next Stage Theatre Festival features 11 visionary shows that 
showcase a vison of innovative styles and formats and represent a vanguard of indie 
theatre makers in Toronto. These shows range from staged readings to fully realized 
productions that offer an enriching program while keeping the indie spirit alive.

I am delighted that wonderful events like yours are taking place in Toronto. Events like 
this festival promote and encourage residents to participate in their community, connect 
with each other and contribute to the community’s strength.

On behalf of Toronto City Council, I wish everyone an enjoyable and memorable event. 
Please accept my best wishes for continued success.

Yours truly,

 

John Tory 
Mayor of Toronto



CALL FOR
DIRECTORS 
Apply by Jan 31, 2020

PLAYWRIGHTS 
Submit Scripts by Feb 16, 2020

ACTORS
Apply by March 31, 2020

PRODUCTION
Apply now

For more information visit
nationalplayfestival.ca

905-953-5103
connect@nationalplayfestival.ca

@newnatplayfest

FESTIVAL DATES
July 20 to 26, 2020
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ACTING   •   DIRECTING   •   DESIGN   •   PRODUCTION 
PERFORMANCE CREATION   •   DEVISED THEATRE

DRAMATURGY   •   PLAYWRITING 

BOUNDLESS OPTIONS FOR CREATIVITY







WINTER OF 88
Produced by 

Nowadays Theatre Company

Supported by 
Alma Matters Production

Creative Team

	 Playwright and Director	 Mohammad Yaghoubi

	 Translation	 Nazanin Malekan,  
		  Mohammad Yaghoubi

	 Edited by	 Parmida Vand

	 French Section Translation	 Jean Marchand

	 Featuring	 Aida Keykhaii, Amir Zavosh, 
		  Armon Ghaeinizadeh,  
		  Jonathan Shaboo, Parmida Vand, 
		  Sarah Marchand

	 Lighting Designer	 David DeGrow

	 Makeup Artist	 Mina Ketabian

	 Music by	 Behrang Baghaee

	 Stage Manager	 Whitney Hewitt

	 Assistant Director	 Mahsa Ershadifar

	 Poster	 Saman Farzaneh

	 Promo Trailer	 Ali Mostolizadeh



MOHAMMAD YAGHOUBI – PLAYWRIGHT AND DIRECTOR
Mohammad Yaghoubi is a playwright, director, theatre instructor, and co-
artistic director of Nowadays Theatre Company. His plays have been translated 
and produced globally in countries such as Iran, Turkey, Iraq, Belgium, Sweden, 
Germany, Czech Republic, France, Australia, the United States and Canada. He 
recently staged his play The Only Possible Way in English at Canadian Stage 
in March 2019. Selected works include A Moment of Silence, Writing in the 
Dark, Moon in the Water, Drought & Lies, Geraniums, Red and the Rest, Dance 
of Torn Papers, and The Pillowman (Martin McDonagh). Selected Awards and 
Honours: The National Theatre Critics Society Award for Outstanding Play, 
Drought & Lies; First place winner of the Iranian Playwrights Society and 
third place winner of the New Play Contest in Toronto Fringe Festival 2016 
for Outstanding Writing, A Moment of Silence; The National Theatre Critics 
Society Award for Outstanding Writing, Geraniums; The National Theatre 
Critics Society Award for Outstanding Direction, Dance of Torn Papers.

NAZANIN MALEKAN - TRANSLATOR 
Nazanin is a graduate of English Translation from Iran, with some acting 
background in Farsi and French. She moved to Canada in 2005 and joined 
the NAGs – Nomads Acting Group until 2011 where she acted in minor roles 
and helped with props and stage management. She attended Aida Keykhaii’s 
acting workshop in 2016 and was cast in Dance of Torn Papers in Toronto. 
She joined NOWADAYS THEATRE shortly after and took on script translation, 
grant application and communication. Nazanin Joined Mohammad Yaghoubi’s 
acting workshops between 2017 and 2018 and was cast in the production of 
Angles in Iran in Toronto and Waterloo. Nazanin has translated three plays by 
Mohammad Yaghoubi which were all produced by NOWADAYS THEATRE in 
Canada; Dance of Torn Papers (DanceMakers – 2018), The Only Possible Way 
(Canadian Stage – 2019), and Winter of 88 at Next Stage Theatre Festival in 
January 2020. 



AIDA KEYKHAII – “NASRIN (MOTHER)”
Aida Keykhaii is an actress, director, producer, translator, theatre instructor, 
and the co-artistic director of NOWADAYS THEATRE company. She holds an 
M.A. in Play Directing, B.A. in Acting from the University of Tehran. With over 
a decade of experience in theatre, Aida moved to Canada in 2015. Selected 
works as an actor and director include Drought and Lies, Proof, Dinner with 
Friends, Sleeping in an Empty Cup, The Pillowman, Iceland, Dance of Torn 
Papers, Swim Team and The Only Possible Way. Selected awards and honours 
include The Iran Festival of University Theatre for Outstanding acting, Olive; 
The International Iran Festival of University Theatre Award for Outstanding 
Directing, Goodbye; Honourable Mention from Canadian Stage in Direction 
and NOW’s annual list of the “Best of the Fest” for Outstanding Production, 
Ensemble, and Direction, Swim Team. Her recent work as an actor was in The 
Only Possible Way at Canadian Stage in March 2019. This was Aida’s first time 
performing in English. She recently remounted Swim Team presented by 
NOWADAYS THEATRE at Theatre Center in November 2019. She is very excited 
to be performing in English for the second time in her new home, Canada.

AMIR ZAVOSH – “SOHEIL”
Born and raised in Iran, Amir Zavosh moved to Canada in 2018. He has started 
acting in school since 1998 in Iran. He received a Bachelor’s degree in Dramatic 
Literature; and is a graduate of Azad University (MA Theatre), with over a 
decade background acting experience in Theatre, TV series and cinema, 
including The Seventh Month, Farewell, Arash, A Passenger, We will Be Calm, 
and Golshifteh. He has also experience in teaching children and young people 
how to play and write. After performing his first performance in English in 
The Only Possible Way, he is proud and very excited to perform his second 
performance in English in his new home, Canada. Thanks to NOWADAYS 
THEATRE company for collaborating on this beautifully challenging piece.

ARMON GHAENIZADEH – “MAHYAR”
Armon is a Toronto based actor, director, performer, choreographer, producer, 
and a recent graduate of the University of Toronto’s Drama Centre. Most 
recently Armon directed and co-created DEEP END at the 2019 Toronto 
Fringe with New Story Productions. As an actor, he has played Simon 
Marwane in Scorched, directed by Djanet Sears, and starred as Ali Baba in Ali 
Baba and the Forty Thieves at Globus Theatre. At the University of Toronto, 
Armon has performed in DogFight, Evita, A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum, The Miser, to name a few. Armon also recently closed his 
run of CINDERELLA the Pantomime as Prince Charming with TYT and also 
choreographed the production. With NOWADAYS THEATRE, Armon was 
previously in The Only Possible Way and is ecstatic to be joining the team once 
again to play the role of Mahyar in Winter of 88.



JONATHAN SHABOO – “BABAK”
Jonathan is excited to once again be collaborating with NOWADAYS THEATRE 
and is grateful for the opportunity to tell Mohammad’s story. A recent 
graduate of The School at Steppenwolf at Steppenwolf Theatre in Chicago, 
Jonathan is happy to be back in his hometown, working with the talented and 
creative artists in it. Selected Credits: We Will Rock You (Starvox Ent.), Greater 
Expectations (The Second City Toronto), Dance of Torn Papers (NOWADAYS 
THEATRE), Evil Dead: The Musical (Starvox Ent.). Awards: Inaugural Council 
for Canadian American Relations Tuition Scholarship (CCAR 2019), Tim Sims 
Encouragement Fund Award (nominated), The Fred Thury Award & Bursary. 
See what he’s eating on Instagram @jonathanshaboo

PARMIDA VAND – “NAHID”
Parmida Vand is an Iranian-Canadian actor, writer and musician. This is her 
second production with NOWADAYS THEATRE and she is thrilled to be 
working with the company again. She would like to thank Aida, Mohammed, 
Sarah and the entire creative team for their dedicated efforts on this project. 
Instagram: @oneunderpar. Select Credits: The New Canadian Curling Club 
(Thousand Islands Playhouse, Blyth Festival); A Moment of Silence (Nowadays 
Theatre); Taken (Universal for NBC).

SARAH MARCHAND – “ZOE”
Sarah is a performer, producer, and founder of Alma Matters Productions. She 
studied at the University of Toronto (MA Theatre) and Concordia University 
(BFA Honours Acting and English Lit). Since 2018, Sarah has worked in 
partnership with Sheena’s Place to explore self-healing from eating disorders 
through comedy. Sarah is currently participating in Nightwood Theatre’s 
2019-20 Young Innovator’s Program. Select Credits: The Handmaid’s 
Tale (Crave TV), The Umbrella Academy (Netflix), Swim Team (Producer, 
NOWADAYS THEATRE), Ill Met by Moonlight (Dameitrius, Pointed Cap 
Playhouse), A Moment of Silence (SummerWorks Festival). Awards: The 
Hnatyshyn Foundation’s Emerging Artist Grant in English Theatre, The Tim 
Sims Encouragement Fund Award (nominated), Carolyn and Richard Renaud 
Bursary for Theatre. Upcoming:…And the Wardrobe (Gladstone Theatre)  
@Sarahamarcshand @almattersprod

DAVID DEGROW – LIGHTING DESIGNER
David is a designer, production manager, and occasional thinker of great 
thoughts working in Toronto. He has been part of some 400 productions in 
Toronto and across Canada, and his designs have been nominated for three 
Dora awards. He is also in the final year of his PhD candidacy at the University 
of Toronto, where his research focuses on the complex relationships between 
theatre architecture, artistic mandate, audiences and the city. 



WHITNEY HEWITT – STAGE MANAGER
A graduate of The School of the Toronto Dance Theatre’s professional training 
program, Whitney’s passion for creativity and artistic expression began in her 
hometown of Woodstock, Ontario. Taught from a young age to appreciate art 
and talent in all its forms, being a part of anything to do with live performance 
always fills her with joy. It could be happening in a theatre, on the street, in a 
parking lot or in the water and Whitney is happy to be there, be it out front or 
behind the scenes. Taking part in NOWADAYS THEATRE’S latest production 
has been a pleasure, an honour, and an eye-opening experience. A warm 
thank you to all the cast and crew for such a wonderful opportunity.

MAHSA ERSHADIFAR – ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Mahsa Ershadifar is a bilingual (English and Farsi) performer, assistant director, 
and stage manager. She has worked on several projects with NOWADAYS 
THEATRE including productions of Dance of Torn Paper (DanceMakers Studio) 
and The Only Possible Way (Canadian Stage Company in Residency Program) 
as an actor and assistant director. Her most recent acting role was as Katy, in 
the English remount of Swim Team, directed by Aida Keykhaii and presented 
by NOWADAYS THEATRE at Theatre Center. Mahsa is currently an emcee at 
The Tirgan Festival, the world’s largest event celebrating Persian culture. 
@mahsaerf

SAMAN FARZANEH – GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Saman began his career as a graphic designer in 2002. He has collaborated 
with many publishing companies, magazines and advertising companies, such 
as Behnegar, Karnameye Ketab, Saghi, Roudaki, Hamshahri, Alef, and MAAT 
advertising company. He previously designed the poster for NOWADAYS 
THEATRE’s productions of Dance of Torn Papers, The Only Possible Way and 
Swim Team.

MINA KETABIAN – MAKEUP ARTIST
Mina is a Toronto-based freelance makeup artist. She is certified in beauty, 
editorial, and comprehensive makeup from the school of George Brown 
College. Applying makeup and prosthetics on others for theatre, television, 
film, fashion, and other media sources is her passion and she feels very 
fortunate to have a career that she is always excited about. Her motivation 
and excitement come from a variety of inspirations and moments such as 
educating herself with new products, techniques, workshops, media, and 
many other talented artists. Every new face is an opportunity to create and 
nothing else is more enjoyable for her than making new faces.



About The Play: Winter of 88 is an award-winning meta-theatrical and 
autobiographical piece based on the playwright’s traumatic experiences 
during the Iran-Iraq war. During an interview, Mohammad Yaghoubi explains: 
“the fear and insecurity I felt in the winter of 1988 has followed me all through 
my life. I survived the Winter of 88 so I had to write about it.”

Widely recognized in Iran, Winter of 88 has been performed in Farsi by 
numerous Iranian Theatre companies. First directed by the playwright in 
1997, the play won for Outstanding Writing, Direction and Acting at the 16th 
International Theatre Festival of Iran.

Notes on text: Below is a list of Farsi words used frequently throughout the 
play, for your convenience we have included an English translation:

Salaam: Hello			   Khodahafez: Bye
Pesaram: My Son		  Dadash Jaan: Brother Dear
Basheh: OK			   Khob: So
Khanoom: Ma’am		  Azizam: My Dear
Agha: Sir			   Khodaro Shokr: Thank God

In Farsi, ‘Jan’ and ‘Joon’ are often attached to someone’s name as a term of 
endearment. 

Special Thanks ​to Lucy Eveleigh, Claire Wynveen and all the staff of the Next 
Stage Theatre Festival for their generous and tireless efforts. 

We also thank Tavo Diez de Bonilla, Omar Habib, Aylin Salahshoor, Roham 
Maher, Nightwood Theatre, Bad Dog Theatre, Assembly Theatre, White 
Mills Theatre Co., Ontario Institute for Studies in Education and the Iranian 
Association at the University of Toronto for their generous support. 



About Nowadays Theatre:
NOWADAYS THEATRE is a Toronto-based not-for-profit company founded 
in 2016, by Aida Keykhaii and Mohammad Yaghoubi. It is a highly acclaimed 
theatre company with over a decade background in Iran with its Farsi name: 
‘In-Rooz-ha’ which means: ‘Nowadays’.

NOWADAYS THEATRE prioritizes creative works that address socially relevant 
topics and has been producing performances that provoke public discourse 
and promote community engagement. In the interest of inspiring cross-
cultural dialogue and supporting cultural diversity in Canada, NOWADAYS 
THEATRE translates English plays into Farsi, and Iranian plays into English. 
We have performed in many countries including Sweden, France, The Czech 
Republic, Germany, Belgium, Australia, USA, and Turkey. 

The company was the 2018-19 RBC Emerging Company in Residence at 
Canadian Stage, where with the generous support of Toronto Arts Council 
and the Canada Council for the Arts, they developed and presented The Only 
Possible Way, an established Iranian play written and directed by Mohammad 
Yaghoubi. Our recent theatre project was Swim Team, directed by Aida 
Keykhaii which was performed at the Theatre Centre, with the generous 
support of the Toronto Arts Council, the Ontario Arts Council, and the Canada 
Council for the Arts. 

Since 2016, We have held acting and writing workshops every year and have 
performed more than ten plays. Productions such as Proof, The Pillowman, 
The Monsters, Sleeping in an Empty Cup, Iceland, Angels in Iran, A Moment 
of Silence (with the generous support of TAC at SummerWorks Presentations 
2016), Dance of Torn Papers (with the generous support of TAC and OAC), The 
Only Possible Way, and Swim Team. For more information, visit:
Website: ww.Nowadaystheatre.org.
Twitter: @Nowadays_theater
Ig: @Nowadays_theater



ENJOY YOUR 
SHOW!

 DON’T FORGET THERE ARE 11 
OTHER SHOWS IN THIS FESTIVAL 

THAT RUN UNTIL JAN 19. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT NEXT STAGE AT 
FRINGETORONTO.COM/NEXT-STAGE/ABOUT



TORONTO FRINGE
OUR MANDATE
The Toronto Fringe is a platform for everyone to access, discover, and experiment with 
the arts. By valuing creative experiences, we contribute to a healthy arts economy and, 
ultimately, a thriving society.

OUR VALUES
Access – in every sense of the word

Accountability – we work with integrity and respect

Creativity – freedom of expression permeates everything we do

Exploration – we let curiosity be our guide

Support – empowering you to take a chance

OUR STAFF
Executive Director Lucy Eveleigh

Managing Director Laura Paduch

Communications Manager Claire Wynveen

Development Manager Morgan Norwich

Projects & Operations Manager Tessa Cernik

Accessibility Manager Susan Wolf

Accessibility Consultant Christine Karcza

Festival Management Intern* Jules Vodarek Hunter

Development & Communications Assistant Luke Barclay

Finance Coordinator Scratch Anderson

Assistant Office Coordinator Michael Magnussen

IT Assistant Samer Riyad

Production Manager Bryan Steele

Associate Production Manager Bonnie Thomson

Design Consultant Noah Feaver

Front of House Coordinator Hannah MacMillan

Volunteer Coordinator Sarah Brooks

Box Office Manager Jennifer Peterson

Patron Services Representatives Todd Davies, Alison Ho, Bran Ramsey

Festival Publicist Ashley Belmer, B-Rebel Communications

Graphic Design Trajectory Brands Inc.

Photography Tanja-Tiziana

Make-Up Sarah Campbell

Web Developer Tom Dearden

Eventotron Developer Chris Perkin

Social Media Consultant Joanna Campbell, Show + Tell Consulting Inc.

Videography Primitive Replica



CONNECT WITH
TORONTO FRINGE AND
NEXT STAGE

Follow the conversation at  
#NextStage2020 and #FringeTO

OUR BOARD
President Jason Murray

Vice President Nancy Madonik

Treasurer Efrim Boritz

Secretary Boyd Neil

Directors Barry Peters, Laura Salvatori, Arjun Doshi, Steven Smits, Douglas Steiner

FOR FACTORY THEATRE
Interim Production Manager Alanna McConnell

Patron Services Manager Himanshu Sitlani

Mainspace Head Technician Corey Waters

Studio Head Technician Lauren Dowell

Our families and friends, the Next Stage Theatre Festival staff and volunteers, the Next 
Stage Jury (Lucy Eveleigh, Laura Paduch, Derrick Chua, Owais Lightwalla), Factory 
Theatre patron services and bar staff, Lindsey Cassel at Steam Whistle, Jason Maghanoy 
at Toronto Life, Christian Ismodes at Now Magazine, Philip Riccio and Janice Peters 
Gibson at Intermission Magazine, Sean Lee and Kristina McMullin at Tangled Arts, 
Celeste Sansregret, Rebecca Vandevelde, Kat Germain, Peter Tsatsanis.

THANK YOU

/torontofringe @Toronto_Fringe  #Next-
Stage2020

/toronto_fringe fringetoronto.com



BIN CHICKEN 
a zany new production  
by Alyssa Martin

March 26 - April 4, 2020  
8:00 PM (March 29 at 2 PM)

Winchester Street Theatre
Tickets: $20 - $30 
416.967.1365

tdt.org/bin-chicken 
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BRAIN STORM
LUCID LUDIC in association with 

February 27-March 8 at Dancemakers

Outstanding Production, Outstanding Direction, Outstanding
Ensemble at the 2017 Toronto Fringe Festival  -NOW Magazine

theatrewhynot.org



Develop and deepen your 
on-camera acting skills to 
move confidently between the 
worlds of stage and screen.
George Brown College’s seven-week Media 
Acting - Graduate Intensive Program is 

designed exclusively for acting program 

graduates and theatre professionals who 

have a solid foundation on which to build.

For more information: 

Web: www.georgebrown.ca/performingarts

Phone: 416-415-5000, ext. 2015

Email: media@georgebrown.ca

FRINGE 
MERCH!
AVAILABLE AT THE 

BOX OFFICE



 

Adult aerial,

conditioning,

& flexibility

 
Classes for all ages,

after-school 

programs

& more!

P R E P A R E  T O  B E  A M A Z E D  

BY WHAT YOU CAN DO!

www.torontocircuscentre.com     416-433-7731

 
Camps & Parties



Our donors believe wholeheartedly in the relentless pursuit of self-expression. We thank 
our community of supporters, partners, volunteers, and artists who are paving the way 
for a new decade of innovation at the Toronto Fringe.

LEAD DONORS $10,000+
TD Bank

RBC Foundation
Slaight Music
Anonymous

VISIONARIES CIRCLE

VISIONARY $5,000
The Pat and Tony Adams Freedom Fund for the Arts

Cindy Blakely in support of Ashley Botting
The Aubrey and Marla Dan Charitable Foundation
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation

PRODUCERS $2,500-4,999
Neville Austin

LUMINARIES $1,000-2,499
Anonymous

Harry Berholz
Efrim Boritz & Naomi Fromstein

Robert Cook
Doug Ewart & Judith Keene

Joan Jamieson
Judy Mandel
Jason Murray

Paul Nash
Perry Orestes

Leanne Rapley
Spencer Saunders

Jason Silzer
Douglas Steiner & Jasmine Herlt

Blake Thorne
Scott Windsor
Jeffrey Yagar

INNOVATORS $500-999
Chun Chang

Marisol D’Andrea
Arjun Doshi
Randy Hesp

Nancy Madonik
Boyd Neil

Laura Salvatori
Robert Sherrin
Steven Smits

Andrew Willan

CREATORS $250-499
The Paul Butler and Chris Black Foundation at 

Toronto Foundation
Derrick Chua

Sandra Flesicher
Sean Gadon

Andrew Johnston
John Maynard
Susan Moellers

Eddy Morassutti
Briane Nasimok

Eleanor & Terry O’Connor
William Ollerhead

Barry Peters
Laura Richards

Patti Ryan
Anthony Sharman
Paula Shewchuk
Darlene Varaleau

Karen Wold

DESIGNERS $125-249
Anonymous

Bonnie Bereskin
Zena Driver

Robert Duchnicky
Sam Festino

Kevin Greenglass
Jonathan Heppner

Mary Hope
Ruth Hull

Roberta Jennings
Henriette Katz

Carol Kobel
Martin Koven

Gordon Phillip King
Jury Krytiuk

Stan Markiewicz
John Percy

Sebastiano and Angelina Pizzirusso
Maureen Simpson
Joan & Bill Rajala

MANY THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS

All donations of $25+ receive a tax receipt and various Fringe benefits. The above list includes gifts of 
$125+ between December 12, 2018 and December 9, 2019.
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CREATED + DIRECTED BY

Sandra Laronde 
+ Neil Coppen

FEB 18 - MAR 1

use promo code NEXTSTAGE for tickets starting at $25 Season 
Sponsor

Berkeley Street Theatre | 416.368.3110 | canadianstage.com

A  Red Sky Performance production  
presented by Canadian Stage
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how to 
fail as a 
popstar
WRITTEN + PERFORMED BY

Vivek Shraya

FEB 18 - MAR 1

WRITTEN BY

Lynn Nottage

JAN 14 - FEB 2

A Canadian Stage and  
Studio 180 co-production

sweat



JANUARY 30 – FEBRUARY 15, 2020  
THE WINTER GARDEN  189 YONGE STREET

“A MODERN  
MASTERPIECE”
Evening Standard

A    &  
OBSIDIAN

 PRODUCTION

PRESENTING  
PRODUCTION  
SPONSOR

JANUARY 30 – FEBRUARY 15, 2020  
T HE W IN T ER G A R DEN T HE AT R E  189 YONGE S TREE T


