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HAPPY 2020!

Our little theatre festival is now a teenager. In this 13th year of Next
Stage, we are presenting a clearer vision than ever before. This line-
up offers you personal stories, incredible writing, a full musical, and a
Fringe-fave clown duo.

| am so honoured to be able to share this work with you from this

passionate group of artists who have worked so hard to bring you their shows. | hope
you can pack in as much theatre as possible over the next 12 days and join us for our
Fringe Fundraiser, a one-night-only event with Tallboyz, another #StartedAtTheFringe
success story, on Saturday Jan 11th at 7:30pm. We will also have treats for everyone in the
heated Steam Whistle Festival Tent and a late night party in the Studio theatre so come
by then or any other night to say hi to myself and the Next Stage crew.

May this be the start of a 2020 filled with theatre and joy.
All the best,
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Lucy Eveleigh
Executive Director

It gives me great pleasure to extend greetings and a warm welcome to
everyone attending the Next Stage Theatre Festival hosted by Toronto
Fringe.

Now in its 13th year, the Next Stage Theatre Festival features 11 visionary shows that
showecase a vison of innovative styles and formats and represent a vanguard of indie
theatre makers in Toronto. These shows range from staged readings to fully realized
productions that offer an enriching program while keeping the indie spirit alive.

I am delighted that wonderful events like yours are taking place in Toronto. Events like
this festival promote and encourage residents to participate in their community, connect
with each other and contribute to the community’s strength.

On behalf of Toronto City Council, | wish everyone an enjoyable and memorable event.
Please accept my best wishes for continued success.

Yours truly,
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John Tory
Mayor of Toronto

Canadi Patrimoine ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL TORONTO | FUNDED BY THE
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CALL FOR

DIRECTORS
Apply hy Jan 31, 2020 10 minute plaYglaREL

PLAYWRIGHTS
Submit Scripts by Feb 16, 2020

ACTORS
Apply by March 31, 2020

PRODUCTION
Apply now

FESTIVAL DATES IRFOT More information visi

July 20 to 26, 2020 nationalplayfestival.ca
' 905-953-5103

P connect@nationalplayfestival.ca
4) @newnatplayfest
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THE HOWLAND COMPANY

Presents the North American Premiere of

CASIMIR AND CAROLINE

by Odén von Horvath
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for vour art

See You At The Party...
JANUARY 14 - FEBRUARY 9

STREETCAR CROWSNEST | 345 CARLAW AVE.

#CASIMIRandCAROLINE

i FOR TICKETS & SCHEDULING VISIT
HOWLANDCOMPANYTHEATRE.COM

i b,
“Entirely relatable, heart-wrenchingly % O0ks _-'-
frank, and dazzlingly honest.” ;
- Tara Beagan, co-founder of ARTICLE 11 0y o™
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BA BFA MA MFA PND

BOUNDLESS OPTIONS FOR CREATIVITY

ACTING -+ DIRECTING -

DRAMATURGY -

THEATRE.AMPD.YORKU.CA
@YORKUAMPD f ¥y 0O

DESIGN + PRODUCTION
PERFORMANCE CREATION - DEVISED THEATRE

PLAYWRITING

performance & design

school of the arts, media YORK
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Photo by: Jeremy Mimnagh



Performance and Event Space

FOR RENT
MAIN STAGE « STUDIO THEATRE * LOBBY

rentals@alumnaetheatre.com
ALUMNAE (416) 364-4170
THE ot 70 BERKELEY ST » TORONTO + ALUMNAETHEATRE.COM

7

DIRECTED BY BRENDA DARLING - JANUARY 17 - FEBRUARY 1, 2020.
ALUMNAE THEATRE - 70 BERKELEY ST TORONTO - WWW.ALUMNAETHEATRE.COM

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: www.alumnaetheatre.com/tickets
or, PHONE TO RESERVE YOUR TICKET : 416-364-4170 ext. 1




STEAM WHISTLE

CANADA'S PREMILM PiLssc:

ETRINERS | Mimi | 51 e

STEAM WHISTLE

CANADA'S PREMIUM PILSNER
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U-R-U

Presented by
Questionmark-Exclamation Theatre

by Julia Lederer
Director Heather Marie Annis*
Projection Designer Montgomery Martin
Sound Designer Maddie Bautista
Stage Manager Ellen Brooker
Producer  Johnnie Walker
Featuring

Kaleb Alexander*
Akosua Amo-Adem*
Rebecca Applebaum*

Alison Deon*
Kat Letwin*
Michael Musi
Nicole Power*
RH Thomson*
Jennifer Villaverde*

“appearing courtesy of CAEA




JULIA LEDERER, Playwright

An internationally acclaimed playwright, Julia’s work has been performed
across North America and in Europe. Her films have also traveled widely,
including It's Nothing, which premiered at TIFF. She's adapting her 2013 Next
Stage/Fringe hit, With Love And a Major Organ, into a feature film.
www.julialederer.ca

HEATHER MARIE ANNIS, Director

Heather is a director, writer, performer, and “Morro” of the Dora Award and
Canadian Comedy Award winning clown duo Morro and Jasp. She has
directed youth & community productions through Mixed Company Theatre,
Howland Academy, and YPT. Upcoming: workshop of Pest Me, Pet Me
(Animacy Theatre Collective). You can see Heather in Morro and Jasp Save The
Date at Next Stage.

KALEB ALEXANDER, “Jo"

Select credits: Pass Over (Obsidian), Hamlet [ All's Well That Ends Well
(Canadian Stage), Adventures of a Black Girl in Search of God (National Arts
Centre/Centaur), Delicacy (Theatre Brouhaha), The Marquis of O (Red Light
District), Hercules (COC). Upcoming: Hamlet, Much Ado About Nothing & Wolf
Hall (Stratford).

AKOSUA AMO-ADEM, "Dominator”

Selected credits: School Girls; Or, The African Mean Girls Play (Obsidian/
Nightwood), Tartuffe (Canadian Stage), A Streetcar Named Desire, For
Colored Girls..., Father Comes Home From The Wars |, Il, & Ill, and The Crucible
(Soulpepper), Venus’ Daughters (Obsidian), Domesticated (Company Theatre).
Catch her on season 4 of Kim’s Convenience in 2020.

REBECCA APPLEBAUM, “Mo"

Rebecca Applebaum’s recent acting credits include Coroner, Broken Branches,
Odd Squad, Save Me, and Hot Cuts. She also directed the premiere of Julia
Lederer’s play Reality Theatre, then went on to direct the short film adaptation
Spooning, which has screened internationally. Rebecca also sometimes writes
plays and makes music.

ALISON DEON, “Emily/Two"

Theatre credits include performances at the Stratford Festival, Mirvish,
Thousand Islands Playhouse, Western Canada Theatre, Sudbury Theatre
Centre, Gateway, Magnus, Touchmark and Resurgence. Off stage, Alison has
appeared in and voiced many commercials and works as a dialect coach,
privately and for various theatre companies. She also teaches for George
Brown College’s Theatre Program.



KAT LETWIN, “Marty/Stage Directions”

Kat Letwin is a Dora Award winner whose credits include: Chasse Galerie
(Kabin/Storefront/Soulpepper), Featherweight (Brouhaha), Confederation Pts
1& 2 (VideoCabaret/Soulpepper), and several collaborations with Kat Sandler.
She performs at Comedy Bar, Bad Dog, and The Social Capitol Theatre and can
be seen in International Emmy award-winning The Amazing Gay! Pile (CBC/
Amazon Prime).

MICHAEL MUSI, “Dr. Gall”

Michael Musi is an actor, writer and producer based in Toronto. He played Tim
in Noises Off at The Segal Centre (directed by Jacob Tierney) and originated
roles in three Kat Sandler plays: Retreat, Liver and Late Night. He plays Terence
on Kim’s Convenience (CBC/Netflix). Upcoming: Odd Squad (PBS).

NICOLE POWER, “Helen"

Theatre: Wedding, Sisters, Chasse-Galerie (Soulpepper Theatre), Evangeline
(Charlottetown Festival), La Cage Aux Folles (Neptune Theatre); Macbeth
(SBTS); Bonnie and Clyde (Echo). FILM & TELEVISION: Kim’s Convenience.
OTHER: Nicole is a graduate of Sheridan College, Second City Conservatory,
and the Soulpepper Academy. Canadian Screen Award Nominee: Best
Supporting Actress in a Comedly.

RH THOMSON, “Big Al”

RH Thomson has always been an arts activist and advocated for

the International Convention on Cultural Diversity that was adopted by
UNESCO in 2005. In the last ten years, he has directed his energies towards
both climate and commemoration. He will soon appear in Ellie Moon's This
Was The World at Tarragon Theatre.

JENNIFER VILLAVERDE, "Dr. Hallie"”

Jennifer Villaverde is a Filipinx-Canadian actor & arts educator. Selected theatre
credits include Wedding at Aulis, Animal Farm, Alligator Pie, As You Like It, The
Threepenny Opera (Soulpepper); James and the Giant Peach, Hana's Suitcase,
Seussical, A Year With Frog and Toad, Blue Planet (YPT); Vietgone, Top Girls
(RMTC).

MONTGOMERY MARTIN, Projection Designer

Recent credits include: Morro and Jasp in Stupefaction (Kabin/U.N.LT.
Productions), Riverboat Coffee House: The Yorkville Scene (Soulpepper); A
Moveable Feast: Paris in the 1920s (Soulpepper); Out the Window (Luminato).
Hook Up (Tapestry/Theatre Passe Muraille). He co-hosts Dungeon Dudes, a
YouTube channel dedicated to tabletop roleplaying games.
www.dungeondudes.com



MADDIE BAUTISTA, Sound Designer

Maddie has created work for Luminato, RISER, Theatre Passe Muraille, Aluna,
b current, rEvolver, and High Performance Rodeo. She was nominated for a
Dora for her sound design in Eraser (RISER). She won the NOW Magazine's
Audience Choice Award for co-creating 4inXchange in her performance art
duo xLg. www.maddiebautista.com

ELLEN BROOKER, Stage Manager

Selected credits: Stage Management for A Christmas Carol (Soup Can Theatre),
Siranoush (CorpOLuz/Caminos Festival); Scenic Design and Build for the
Newmarket National Play Festival; Assistant PM/TD for foldA 2019, a digital arts
festival (SpiderWebShow); Design Assistant for Small Wonders (Punchdrunk).
Upcoming: Assistant Designing on Brain Storm (Lucid Ludic/Why Not Theatre).

JOHNNIE WALKER, Producer

Johnnie has produced shows for Blarney/Bustle & Beast, AnimalParts,
Accidental Mechanics, Theatre Plexus, & Nobody's Business Theatre. His solo
show Redheaded Stepchild was published by Playwrights Canada Press. His
play Shove It Down My Throat premiered at Buddies in Bad Times in 2019.
www.johnniewalkerartist.com

NOTES ON THE PLAY: A hundred years ago, Karel Capek published R.UR,
and coined the term “robot” (derived from the Czech work for “forced labour”
or "drudgery”). Long before computers, Siri, and even the first Roomba,

Capek imagined how powerful A.l. could become. Czech playwrights have

a distinct ability to ask vital questions using the theatrical and imaginative, to
communicate the tragic through absurd and comedic means. Just as Capek
reflected his world, in U-R-U | have sought to reflect our own. Though the two
plays are linked, no knowledge of R.U.R. is needed to understand U-R-U.

THANK YOUS: Adam Barrett and East End Arts, Michela Cannon, Marie Beath
Badian, Nina Lee Aquino, & Factory Theatre.

ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL
CONSEIL DES ARTS DE L'ONTARIO
an

un e I'Ontario

CONNECT WITH US:
www . julialederer.ca/u-r-u
@juliabirdwords
#NextStage2020

#uru




TORONTO FRINGE

OUR MANDATE

The Toronto Fringe is a platform for everyone to access, discover, and experiment with
the arts. By valuing creative experiences, we contribute to a healthy arts economy and,
ultimately, a thriving society.

OUR VALUES

Access - in every sense of the word

Accountability - we work with integrity and respect

Creativity - freedom of expression permeates everything we do
Exploration - we let curiosity be our guide

Support - empowering you to take a chance

OUR STAFF

Executive Director Lucy Eveleigh

Managing Director Laura Paduch

Communications Manager Claire Wynveen

Development Manager Morgan Norwich

Projects & Operations Manager Tessa Cernik

Accessibility Manager Susan Wolf

Accessibility Consultant Christine Karcza

Festival Management Intern* Jules Vodarek Hunter
Development & Communications Assistant Luke Barclay
Finance Coordinator Scratch Anderson

Assistant Office Coordinator Michael Magnussen

IT Assistant Samer Riyad

Production Manager Bryan Steele

Associate Production Manager Bonnie Thomson

Design Consultant Noah Feaver

Front of House Coordinator Hannah MacMillan

Volunteer Coordinator Sarah Brooks

Box Office Manager Jennifer Peterson

Patron Services Representatives Todd Davies, Alison Ho, Bran Ramsey
Festival Publicist Ashley Belmer, B-Rebel Communications
Graphic Design Trajectory Brands Inc.

Photography Tanja-Tiziana

Make-Up Sarah Campbell

Web Developer Tom Dearden

Eventotron Developer Chris Perkin

Social Media Consultant Joanna Campbell, Show + Tell Consulting Inc.
Videography Primitive Replica



OUR BOARD

President Jason Murray

Vice President Nancy Madonik

Treasurer Efrim Boritz

Secretary Boyd Neil

Directors Barry Peters, Laura Salvatori, Arjun Doshi, Steven Smits, Douglas Steiner

FOR FACTORY THEATRE

Interim Production Manager Alanna McConnell
Patron Services Manager Himanshu Sitlani
Mainspace Head Technician Corey Waters
Studio Head Technician Lauren Dowell

THANK YOU

Our families and friends, the Next Stage Theatre Festival staff and volunteers, the Next
Stage Jury (Lucy Eveleigh, Laura Paduch, Derrick Chua, Owais Lightwalla), Factory
Theatre patron services and bar staff, Lindsey Cassel at Steam Whistle, Jason Maghanoy
at Toronto Life, Christian Ismodes at Now Magazine, Philip Riccio and Janice Peters
Gibson at Intermission Magazine, Sean Lee and Kristina McMullin at Tangled Arts,
Celeste Sansregret, Rebecca Vandevelde, Kat Germain, Peter Tsatsanis.

CONNECT WITH
TORONTO FRINGE AND
NEXT STAGE

/torontofringe @Toronto_Fringe #Next-
9 Stage2020
/toronto_fringe fringetoronto.com

Follow the conversation at
#NextStage2020 and #FringeTO




BRAIN STORM

February 27-March 8 at Dancemakers

LUCID LUDIC in association with whyno

Outstanding Production, Outstanding Direction, Outstanding
Ensemble at the 2017 Toronto Fringe Festival -NOW Magazine

theatrewhynot.org

WeeFestival
Arts & Culture
for Early Years

May 4-24 92020
weefestival.ca

TORONTO
DANCE THEATRE

BIN CHICKEN

a zany new production
by AlyssaMartin
|
March 26 - April 4, 2020
8:00 PM (March 29 at 2 PM)
;

Winchester Street Theatre
Tickets: $20 - $30
416.967.1365

tdt.org/bin-chicken

homa in Bin Chicken (2019). Photo by Omer Yakseker.




SR Are you -
Ballet 16 - 29?

Save Over 80%
on Tickets _ FﬁﬁGE

SORRY |
MISSED
YOUR

OF CANADA

FRINGE
SHOW |

T s

AVAILABLE AT THE

national.ballet.ca/dancebreak BOX OFFICE

Kathryn Hosier. Photo by Karolina Kuras.

Develop and deepen your
on-camera acting skills to
move confidently between the
worlds of stage and screen.

George Brown College’s seven-week Media
Acting - Graduate Intensive Programis
designed exclusively for acting program
graduates and theatre professionals who
have a solid foundation on which to build.

For more information:

Web: www.georgebrown.ca/performingarts
Phone: 416-415-5000, ext. 2015
Email: media@georgebrown.ca
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BY WHAT YOU CAN DO! A
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Adult aerial, EDEI-] PLAn ED

conditioning, i\

& flexibility Y‘ - W

Camps & Parties ’r"’_’
Classes for all ages, 5-8 Feb 2020

after-school 8pm
programs Harbourfront Centre Theatre
& more!

An exercise in futurology
An anthropology of mutants

www.torontocircuscentre.com 416-433-7731

CELEBRATING B2%8 27 YEARS

RAPIER\WIT

OMBAT FOR STAGE AND SCREEN

(At Rapier Wit) 1 have learned more abour all aspects of acting, let alone
stage combat, than any other educational environment 've been a part of,
Buaric Intensive Student

TRAINING FIGHT DIRECTION « RENTALS

575 Wellingron St. W., Toronto, ON » (647



MANY THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Our donors believe wholeheartedly in the relentless pursuit of self-expression. We thank
our community of supporters, partners, volunteers, and artists who are paving the way
for a new decade of innovation at the Toronto Fringe.

LEAD DONORS $10,000+ CREATORS $250-499

The Paul Butler and Chris Black Foundation at

TD Bank
RBC Foundation Toronto Foundation
Slaight Music Derrick Chua
Anonymous Sandra Flesicher
Sean Gadon
Andrew Johnston
VISIONARIES CIRCLE John Maynard
Susan Moellers
VISIONARY $5,000 Eddy Morassutti
The Pat and Tony Adams Freedom Fund for the Arts Briane Nasimok
Cindy Blakely in support of Ashley Botting Eleanor & Terry O'Connor
The Aubrey and Marla Dan Charitable Foundation William Ollerhead
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation Barry Peters
Laura Richards
PRODUCERS $2,500-4,999 Patti Ryan
Neville Austin Anthony Sharman

Paula Shewchuk

LUMINARIES $1,000-2,499 Darlene Varaleau

Anonymous Karen Wold
Harry Berholz
Efrim Boritz & Naomi Fromstein DESIGNERS $125-249
Robert Cook Anonymous
Doug Ewart & Judith Keene Bonnie Bereskin
Joan Jamieson Zena Driver
Judy Mandel Robert Duchnicky
Jason Murray Sam Festino
Paul Nash Kevin Greenglass
Perry Orestes Jonathan Heppner
Leanne Rapley Mary Hope
Spencer Saunders Ruth Hull
Jason Silzer Roberta Jennings

Douglas Steiner & Jasmine Herlt Henriette Katz
Blake Thorne Carol Kobel

Scott Windsor Martin Koven
Gordon Phillip King

Jeffrey Yagar
Jury Krytiuk
INNOVATORS $500-999 Sta J’;magﬁfg’;’ ez
MChUT Ig,gagg Sebastiano and Angelina Pizzirusso
a:;ﬁn Dor;hirea Maureen Simpson
Randy Hesp Joan & Bill Rajala
Nancy Madonik
Boyd Neil
Laura Salvatori
Robert Sherrin
Steven Smits
Andrew Willan

All donations of $25+ receive a tax receipt and various Fringe benefits. The above list includes gifts of
$125+ between December 12, 2018 and December 9, 2019.



anadianstage

use promo code NEXTSTAGE for tickets starting at $25 Shoree
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?_) WRITTEN BY

Lynn Nottage

}_.\_\_5_\ - A Canadian Stage and

Studio 180 co-production
"tl ﬂ.‘p P

studio1sotheatre

JAN 14 -FEB 2
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fail as a
popstar

WRITTEN + PERFORMED BY

Vivek Shraya
FEB 18-MAR1
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CREATED + DIRECTED BY
Sandra Laronde
+ Neil Coppen

A Red Sky Performance production
presented by Canadian Stage

FEB 18-MAR1 :

Berkeley Street Theatre | 416.368.3110 | canadianstage.com
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EMUSICAL OBSIDIAN
A STAGEco, & @ PRODUCTION

= PRESENTING®=
PRODUCTION .«
SPONSOR

“A MODERN
MASTERPIECE”

Evening Standard

JULLY BLACK in

featuring MEASHA BRUEGGERGOSMAN

JANUARY 30 - FEBRUARY 15, 2020

THE WINTER GARDEN THEATRE 189 YONGE STREET

Caroline, or Change Book and Lyrics by TONY KUSHNER Music by JEANINE TESORI

CAROLINETORONTO.COM

Jully Black in CAROLINE, OR CHANGE. Photo by: Max Telzerow.




