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HAPPY 2020!  
Our little theatre festival is now a teenager. In this 13th year of Next 
Stage, we are presenting a clearer vision than ever before. This line-
up offers you personal stories, incredible writing, a full musical, and a 
Fringe-fave clown duo.

I am so honoured to be able to share this work with you from this 
passionate group of artists who have worked so hard to bring you their shows. I hope 
you can pack in as much theatre as possible over the next 12 days and join us for our 
Fringe Fundraiser, a one-night-only event with Tallboyz, another #StartedAtTheFringe 
success story, on Saturday Jan 11th at 7:30pm. We will also have treats for everyone in the 
heated Steam Whistle Festival Tent and a late night party in the Studio theatre so come 
by then or any other night to say hi to myself and the Next Stage crew. 

May this be the start of a 2020 filled with theatre and joy. 

All the best,

 
Lucy Eveleigh 
Executive Director

It gives me great pleasure to extend greetings and a warm welcome to 
everyone attending the Next Stage Theatre Festival hosted by Toronto 
Fringe.

Now in its 13th year, the Next Stage Theatre Festival features 11 visionary shows that 
showcase a vison of innovative styles and formats and represent a vanguard of indie 
theatre makers in Toronto. These shows range from staged readings to fully realized 
productions that offer an enriching program while keeping the indie spirit alive.

I am delighted that wonderful events like yours are taking place in Toronto. Events like 
this festival promote and encourage residents to participate in their community, connect 
with each other and contribute to the community’s strength.

On behalf of Toronto City Council, I wish everyone an enjoyable and memorable event. 
Please accept my best wishes for continued success.

Yours truly,

 

John Tory 
Mayor of Toronto



CALL FOR
DIRECTORS 
Apply by Jan 31, 2020

PLAYWRIGHTS 
Submit Scripts by Feb 16, 2020

ACTORS
Apply by March 31, 2020

PRODUCTION
Apply now

For more information visit
nationalplayfestival.ca

905-953-5103
connect@nationalplayfestival.ca

@newnatplayfest

FESTIVAL DATES
July 20 to 26, 2020
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ACTING   •   DIRECTING   •   DESIGN   •   PRODUCTION 
PERFORMANCE CREATION   •   DEVISED THEATRE

DRAMATURGY   •   PLAYWRITING 

BOUNDLESS OPTIONS FOR CREATIVITY







KITNE SAARE LALOO YAHAN PEY HAIN
Presented by 

KSLYPH Collective

 Creator & Performer Bilal Baig

 Director Tawiah M’Carthy*

 Movement Coach Virgilia Griffith*

 Lighting Designer André du Toit

 Sound Designer Steph Raposo

 Set Designer Sebastian Marziali

 Stage Manager Cole Vincent*

 Producer Daniel Carter

 

*appearing courtesy of CAEA

**Kitne Saare Laloo Yahan Pey Hain was supported through Why Not Thetare’s Space Project, 
with the generous support of the City of Toronto and the Kingfisher Foundation



BILAL BAIG, CREATOR & PERFORMER
Bilal Baig is a queer, trans-feminine, Muslim playwright, director, actor and 
workshop facilitator. Writing credits include: Khwaja Sera (in development 
at Buddies), ERASER (Why Not Theatre) and Acha Bacha (TPM/Buddies 
2018). Bilal has directed work at the Rhubarb Festival, RISER Project and 
SummerWorks. Bilal facilitates story creation workshops in under-resourced 
communities and schools across Toronto through Story Planet, and facilitates 
anti-Islamophobia workshops in the GTA with the Rivers of Hope Collective.

TAWIAH M’CARTHY, DIRECTOR
Tawiah M’Carthy is a Ghanaian born, Toronto based artist; actor/playwright/
creator/director, notable as a Dora-nominated actor and playwright. In his 
practice, Tawiah uses both African and Western theatre traditions, often 
combining movement, sound and text together with theatrical structure, 
characterization and design. His playwright/creator/performer credits include 
Black Boys, Maanoma, My Brother, Obaaberima (Dora for Best Production) and 
The Kente Cloth. 

VIRGILIA GRIFFITH, MOVEMENT COACH
Selected credits: Betrayal (Soulpepper Theatre), Guarded Girls (Tarragon 
Theatre), Iphigenia and the Furies (On Taurian Land/Saga Collectif), Ma Rainey’s 
Black Bottom (Soulpepper Theatre), Other Side of the Game (Cahoots/ 
Obsidian Theatre). Choreography credits: Black Boys (Saga Collectif/Buddies 
In Bad Times), Ceremony (Rhubarb Festival). Awards: Winner of the Meta 
Emerging Artist Award for Gas Girls by Donna Michelle St. Bernard. Dora Mavor 
Moore Award winner for Outstanding Performance by an Individual for Harlem 
Duet (Tarragon Theatre).

ANDRÉ DU TOIT, LIGHTING DESIGNER
André du Toit is a lighting designer for live performance based in Toronto. 
Recent designs include Prince Hamlet (Why Not Theatre); Getting Married, 
The Orchard (Shaw Festival); Now You See Her, Mouthpiece (Quote Unquote 
Collective); Paolozzapedia, Italian Mime Suicide, The Double (Bad New Days); 
Guarded Girls, Harlem Duet (Tarragon Theatre); The Cave, Le Grand Continental 
(Luminato); Animal Farm, A Delicate Balance, Vimy, The 39 Steps, (Soulpepper); 
Oraltorio (Obsidian/Soulpepper).

STEPH RAPOSO, SOUND DESIGNER
Steph Raposo is a sound, lighting, and video designer, as well as a full-time 
venue technician at Buddies In Bad Times Theatre. Recent Credits: Technical 
Director, Here Are The Fragments (The Theatre Centre); Sound Designer, United 
Way: #Unignorable Installation (Nocturne Halifax); Video Designer, Four Sisters 
(Paradigm Theatre); Festival Lighting Designer, Paprika Festival.



SEBASTIAN MARZIALI, SET DESIGNER
Sebastian Marziali is a Uruguayan-Canadian performer, designer, and creator 
based in Toronto. Sebastian was lighting designer on the 2018 & 2019 Toronto 
International Burlesque Festival, and 2019 Vanguardia Dance Festival. They 
performed in, designed, and choreographed for sold-out Toronto Fringe hits 
Lysistrata, Carmilla, and Mayhem at Miskatonik. Most recently they appeared in 
A Streetcar Named Desire at Soulpepper.

COLE VINCENT, STAGE MANAGER
Recent Credits: The Pianist of Willesden Lane (Harold Green Jewish Theatre); 
The New Canadian Curling Club (Thousand Islands Playhouse); Aqsarniit, Anne 
of Green Gables - The Musical™️, Jesus Christ Superstar (The Charlottetown 
Festival); Eraser (The Riser Project - Why Not Theatre); Rose (Soulpepper); The 
Glass Menagerie (Grand Theatre); King Lear, Twelfth Night, (Canadian Stage). 
Other: Venue Stage Manager at the Toronto International Film Festival, BFA 
Theatre Production and Design - York University.

Daniel Carter, Producer
Daniel Carter is the General Manager of Paprika Festival, and the Community 
+ Education Programming Curator at Buddies in Bad Times Theatre. Daniel 
has worked with various arts organizations such as: WeeFestival, Visual 
Arts Mississauga, and SummerWorks; he currently sits on the Program 
Advisory Committee for Humber College’s Arts Administration and Cultural 
Management program.

THANK YOUS: Thank you to Why Not Theatre, Paprika Festival, Alliance for 
South Asian AIDS Prevention (ASAAP), Solar Stage, RARE Theatre. 

FUNDERS + SPONSORS: 

CONNECT WITH US:
Instagram @pakeezah.19
#NextStage2020 #pakeezahTO 



ENJOY YOUR 
SHOW!

 DON’T FORGET THERE ARE 11 
OTHER SHOWS IN THIS FESTIVAL 

THAT RUN UNTIL JAN 19. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT NEXT STAGE AT 
FRINGETORONTO.COM/NEXT-STAGE/ABOUT



TORONTO FRINGE
OUR MANDATE
The Toronto Fringe is a platform for everyone to access, discover, and experiment with 
the arts. By valuing creative experiences, we contribute to a healthy arts economy and, 
ultimately, a thriving society.

OUR VALUES
Access – in every sense of the word

Accountability – we work with integrity and respect

Creativity – freedom of expression permeates everything we do

Exploration – we let curiosity be our guide

Support – empowering you to take a chance

OUR STAFF
Executive Director Lucy Eveleigh

Managing Director Laura Paduch

Communications Manager Claire Wynveen

Development Manager Morgan Norwich

Projects & Operations Manager Tessa Cernik

Accessibility Manager Susan Wolf

Accessibility Consultant Christine Karcza

Festival Management Intern* Jules Vodarek Hunter

Development & Communications Assistant Luke Barclay

Finance Coordinator Scratch Anderson

Assistant Office Coordinator Michael Magnussen

IT Assistant Samer Riyad

Production Manager Bryan Steele

Associate Production Manager Bonnie Thomson

Design Consultant Noah Feaver

Front of House Coordinator Hannah MacMillan

Volunteer Coordinator Sarah Brooks

Box Office Manager Jennifer Peterson

Patron Services Representatives Todd Davies, Alison Ho, Bran Ramsey

Festival Publicist Ashley Belmer, B-Rebel Communications

Graphic Design Trajectory Brands Inc.

Photography Tanja-Tiziana

Make-Up Sarah Campbell

Web Developer Tom Dearden

Eventotron Developer Chris Perkin

Social Media Consultant Joanna Campbell, Show + Tell Consulting Inc.

Videography Primitive Replica



CONNECT WITH
TORONTO FRINGE AND
NEXT STAGE

Follow the conversation at  
#NextStage2020 and #FringeTO

OUR BOARD
President Jason Murray

Vice President Nancy Madonik

Treasurer Efrim Boritz

Secretary Boyd Neil

Directors Barry Peters, Laura Salvatori, Arjun Doshi, Steven Smits, Douglas Steiner

FOR FACTORY THEATRE
Interim Production Manager Alanna McConnell

Patron Services Manager Himanshu Sitlani

Mainspace Head Technician Corey Waters

Studio Head Technician Lauren Dowell

Our families and friends, the Next Stage Theatre Festival staff and volunteers, the Next 
Stage Jury (Lucy Eveleigh, Laura Paduch, Derrick Chua, Owais Lightwalla), Factory 
Theatre patron services and bar staff, Lindsey Cassel at Steam Whistle, Jason Maghanoy 
at Toronto Life, Christian Ismodes at Now Magazine, Philip Riccio and Janice Peters 
Gibson at Intermission Magazine, Sean Lee and Kristina McMullin at Tangled Arts, 
Celeste Sansregret, Rebecca Vandevelde, Kat Germain, Peter Tsatsanis.

THANK YOU

/torontofringe @Toronto_Fringe  #Next-
Stage2020

/toronto_fringe fringetoronto.com



BIN CHICKEN 
a zany new production  
by Alyssa Martin

March 26 - April 4, 2020  
8:00 PM (March 29 at 2 PM)

Winchester Street Theatre
Tickets: $20 - $30 
416.967.1365

tdt.org/bin-chicken 
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BRAIN STORM
LUCID LUDIC in association with 

February 27-March 8 at Dancemakers

Outstanding Production, Outstanding Direction, Outstanding
Ensemble at the 2017 Toronto Fringe Festival  -NOW Magazine

theatrewhynot.org



Develop and deepen your 
on-camera acting skills to 
move confidently between the 
worlds of stage and screen.
George Brown College’s seven-week Media 
Acting - Graduate Intensive Program is 

designed exclusively for acting program 

graduates and theatre professionals who 

have a solid foundation on which to build.

For more information: 

Web: www.georgebrown.ca/performingarts

Phone: 416-415-5000, ext. 2015

Email: media@georgebrown.ca

FRINGE 
MERCH!
AVAILABLE AT THE 

BOX OFFICE



 

Adult aerial,

conditioning,

& flexibility

 
Classes for all ages,

after-school 

programs

& more!

P R E P A R E  T O  B E  A M A Z E D  

BY WHAT YOU CAN DO!

www.torontocircuscentre.com     416-433-7731

 
Camps & Parties



Our donors believe wholeheartedly in the relentless pursuit of self-expression. We thank 
our community of supporters, partners, volunteers, and artists who are paving the way 
for a new decade of innovation at the Toronto Fringe.

LEAD DONORS $10,000+
TD Bank

RBC Foundation
Slaight Music
Anonymous

VISIONARIES CIRCLE

VISIONARY $5,000
The Pat and Tony Adams Freedom Fund for the Arts

Cindy Blakely in support of Ashley Botting
The Aubrey and Marla Dan Charitable Foundation
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation

PRODUCERS $2,500-4,999
Neville Austin

LUMINARIES $1,000-2,499
Anonymous

Harry Berholz
Efrim Boritz & Naomi Fromstein

Robert Cook
Doug Ewart & Judith Keene

Joan Jamieson
Judy Mandel
Jason Murray

Paul Nash
Perry Orestes

Leanne Rapley
Spencer Saunders

Jason Silzer
Douglas Steiner & Jasmine Herlt

Blake Thorne
Scott Windsor
Jeffrey Yagar

INNOVATORS $500-999
Chun Chang

Marisol D’Andrea
Arjun Doshi
Randy Hesp

Nancy Madonik
Boyd Neil

Laura Salvatori
Robert Sherrin
Steven Smits

Andrew Willan

CREATORS $250-499
The Paul Butler and Chris Black Foundation at 

Toronto Foundation
Derrick Chua

Sandra Flesicher
Sean Gadon

Andrew Johnston
John Maynard
Susan Moellers

Eddy Morassutti
Briane Nasimok

Eleanor & Terry O’Connor
William Ollerhead

Barry Peters
Laura Richards

Patti Ryan
Anthony Sharman
Paula Shewchuk
Darlene Varaleau

Karen Wold

DESIGNERS $125-249
Anonymous

Bonnie Bereskin
Zena Driver

Robert Duchnicky
Sam Festino

Kevin Greenglass
Jonathan Heppner

Mary Hope
Ruth Hull

Roberta Jennings
Henriette Katz

Carol Kobel
Martin Koven

Gordon Phillip King
Jury Krytiuk

Stan Markiewicz
John Percy

Sebastiano and Angelina Pizzirusso
Maureen Simpson
Joan & Bill Rajala

MANY THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS

All donations of $25+ receive a tax receipt and various Fringe benefits. The above list includes gifts of 
$125+ between December 12, 2018 and December 9, 2019.



a  f
CREATED + DIRECTED BY

Sandra Laronde 
+ Neil Coppen

FEB 18 - MAR 1

use promo code NEXTSTAGE for tickets starting at $25 Season 
Sponsor

Berkeley Street Theatre | 416.368.3110 | canadianstage.com

A  Red Sky Performance production  
presented by Canadian Stage
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how to 
fail as a 
popstar
WRITTEN + PERFORMED BY

Vivek Shraya

FEB 18 - MAR 1

WRITTEN BY

Lynn Nottage

JAN 14 - FEB 2

A Canadian Stage and  
Studio 180 co-production

sweat



JANUARY 30 – FEBRUARY 15, 2020  
THE WINTER GARDEN  189 YONGE STREET

“A MODERN  
MASTERPIECE”
Evening Standard

A    &  
OBSIDIAN

 PRODUCTION

PRESENTING  
PRODUCTION  
SPONSOR

JANUARY 30 – FEBRUARY 15, 2020  
T HE W IN T ER G A R DEN T HE AT R E  189 YONGE S TREE T


